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Engineering Trip for International Students

Yedi SUN

Doctoral course student
Department of Synthetic Chemistry
and Biological Chemistry

In November, I was luckily invited to attend a field trip specially
organized for international students in engineering department. It's
been a little bit more than a year since I came to Japan. Just as all
other Ph.D. students, most of my time was devoted to busy research.
Therefore, this two-day-one-night trip surely provided me a great op-
portunity to get to know more about Japan and Japanese culture.

We departed in a beautiful sunny morning. Sitting in the reserved
tour bus were 18 of us international students, two engineering profes-
sors, BaBa-san who always generously helps us with difficulties study-
ing and living in Japan, and one tour guide putting his efforts to make
whole trip interesting and comfortable. Heading to south of Kyoto, our
first stop was Kumanokodo, a registered World Heritage as pilgrim-
age route. When we got off the bus, I realized that I was in the moun-
tains with all greens surrounding me. Two female English-speaking
tour guides were assigned to us and led us to this famous ancient
route that many people in history including those are noble, wise, and
brave have walked through. Getting into groups, we students who did
not know each other soon became familiar. It was very exciting to
find out that people were all from different countries. We have Ger-
man, Vietnamese, Chinese, Taiwanese, Korean, Filipino, Indonesian,
Nepalese, Brazilian, and me, a Chinese-Canadian. Stepping on the soil
burying the roots of trees hundreds of years old, we’ ve learned from
our tour guide that in ancient times people have even walked months
to get here to expose themselves to the holy spirit of nature to get
blessed. The warm afternoon sun light passing through the leaves
shined down on us. Hearing nothing but our quiet talk and laughter
and breathing in the fresh autumn air with smell mixed of leaves and
soil, I felt happy, peaceful, and content.

After visiting the Kumano Hongu Shrine where I've prayed for
good fortune in everything, we were dropped off at a Japanese-style
hotel. Washing off our fatigue in a decent Onsen bath, we then gath-
ered in a party room and had traditional Japanese dish-set. Happily
conversing with one another while eating such gorgeous food, we all
had a wonderful time. Next day, we left hotel in the early morning,
and went to visit another World Heritage site, Nachi Falls. Nachi Falls
includes three waterfalls and streams flowing out from Mt. Okumotor-
iyama, reach the First Falls, and then flow straight down off a cliff
133 meters high. This waterfall made me think of Niagara Falls back
home. If we think Niagara Falls is “splendid”, then Nachi Falls could
be described as “delicate”, especially when it’s viewed in a light rain
like on the day we visited. Our final destination of this trip was Oniga-
jo, in English “Ghost Castle.” Sure, there won't be any ghosts! (??)
However, the geography of this Onigajo is very special. It's a series of
unique rocks created from long-term upheavals, wind erosion, and
wave action. As a result, many caves were formed in various shapes
where people (or ghosts?) could possibly hide.

Although not willing to, we finished our trip and got back to Kyoto
in the late afternoon. I sincerely appreciate the efforts of the engineer-
ing department in organizing this meaningful trip for international
students. During the two days, I've experienced Japanese culture
through famous scenery we’'ve visited. This trip also provided me a
good opportunity to make i
international friends. Two
days was not long, but we
all shared plenty of valua-
ble time together. I truly
hope next year more in-
ternational students will
be able to attend this trip
and have wonderful ex-
perience just as I had this
time.

In front of Nachi Falls
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