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JSPS-ASIAN CORE Program with Universities in
Malaysia

Yoshihisa Shimizu

Professor

Department of Environmental Engineering
Research Center for Environmental
Quality Management

The long-standing collaboration between prcmlnem Japanese
and Malaysian universities through the JSPS-VCC Program since
the early nineties has resulted in lifelong academic camaraderie
and successful exchange of knowledge in multi-disciplinary areas
by researchers in the two countries. The recently ended JSPS-
VCC program which spans a decade (2000-2010) had involved 150
Malaysian academicians from 10 Malaysian universities fccuﬁmz
on 10 niche areas pertaining to environment, engineering and
ethics. The achievements of this program had resulted in
capacity building of many academic staff through the cooperative
research and scientist exchange programs. A total of 38 seminars
were held and useful reference books were also purchased under
this scheme. During rhis program, in 2007 the Graduate bclm(:] of
Engineering started the first :ntemel connected classes, “New
Environmental Engineering T & IL” with University of Malaya
and Tsinghua University in China. Also in 2010, the Graduate
School of Engineering established and opened its first overseas
office i in Malaysia in University of Malaya.

SPS-VCC program was totally funded by the Japanese
with a hudgu of about 20 million yen a year for the past decade.
ng the many tangible and intang[b]e benefits accrued
from this prominent networking among the Japanese and
Malaysian universities, it was unanimously agreed at the last
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Teknologi Malaysia, University Kebangsaan Malaysia,
rsiti Malaysia Sabah join the Prugmm

» exchanges will take the form of joint research, seminars
and other specific meetings, and researcher exchanges, which are
to be organized and carried out effectively under the Program. It
is anticipated that the hub formed in Malaysia will continue to
carry out research activities after the funded project has ended.

Research Groups in our ASIAN CORE [‘rogram

We have decided 1o cluster 4 areas/groups of research focus
under different main theme. H}drology Group” aims at disaster
prediction and hydrologic analysis for watershed management,
with consideration of climate change. It also investigates current
water usage and creafes governance straregy to prevent from
flood/drought due to climate change. “Water Quality Group”
conducts quantitative evaluation and prediction for improvement of
watershed environment by applying the governance strategy
scenario. This group also stimulates and predicts the effects of the
scenario for watershed environment u:mg water quality analysis
models. “Environmental Risk Group” performs sment of
environmental risk of hazardous chemicals and establishes
appropriate screening methodologies through creating a risk
analysis model in watershed management with consideration of
climate and regional specification (e.g. typhoon and flushing). It
also suggests screenmg medmclologle-\ for the hazardous chemicals
in Malaysia. “Governance Group” collects knowledge data for
integrated watershed management and analyzes governance
structure. This group will collect and sort diverse knowledge data
and suggest proper governance towards sustainable development
and conservation for watershed environment.

Benefits of our ASIAN CORE Program

The first Comprehensive Symposium was successfully held in the
Graduate School of Engineering on February 28" with 44
participants from Malaysia and more than 60 participants from
Japan. International networking through research collaboration
with outstanding foreign universities and promotion of
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