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Observations, Impressions and Student Life

Seeprasert, Prapamon
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Last year, I had a chance to come to Kyoto University as an
exchange student. The precious memories I had made here,
strived and adapted in a new culture have grown mentally, and
emotionally magnetized me to come back here again.

I was so excited to be confirmed to come to Kyoto University
again as Ph.D. student under Monbukagakusho scholarship even if
it was so hard to say goodbye to my friends and family.

After nearly four months of living here, I feel like I was meant
to be here. Among many perfectly spectacular things in Kyoto, a
few are described as follows.

1) City facilities and etiquette; Japanese tradition is so different
from many other countries. Here, for example, bow becomes a
normal respect when greet, thank and apologize. Besides, chopsticks
become natural to have foods. I often see people playing sports or
instruments in the park on holidays. Various public transportation
give people chance to go to other places within their schedule.
There are many facilities provided to help people with disabilities
and the elderly.

2) Sightseeing places; especially the old shrines and temples are
spectacular. I went to the famous temples in Kyoto city such as
Kiyomizu temple, Kinkakuji and Ginkakuji. I found that each
temple and shrine has specific beauty. It was also very excited for
me when I had the first chance to experience snow in Japan
because I am from Thailand, where the snow does not fall.
Additionally, during the New Year's vacation, I went to Hikone
Castle in Shiga prefecture, next to Kyoto. In there, I could learn
the small part of Japan history. I really love learning about arts,
cultures and architectures.

3) Delicious foods; my favorite food is Japanese noodle called
“Udon” with various types of soups and toppings. When I
randomly order from menu of the restaurant I do not know which
type of Udon is served, but the taste is anyhow wonderful. Not
only Udon, Sushi is also the one of the food I like very much. It is
funny to take the Sushi from the conveyor belt.

4) Campus life; I decided to join in the program of “Human
Security Engineering” (HSE) that is defined as a system of
technologies for designing and managing cities that enable
inhabitants to live under better public health conditions, and also
live free from potential threats of large-scale disasters and
environmental destruction. For establishing this discipline, four
existing fields, i.e. city governance, city infrastructure management,
health risk management, and disaster risk management, are
integrated into one discipline. This program provides me a perfect
opportunity to prepare my dissertation. All lectures are conducted
in English and I also had a great opportunity to gain valuable
experience from internship. I'm having good discussions with my
advisor frequently. I also have learned how to use the laboratory
equipments necessary to HSE research.

Finally, I would like to express my deep gratitude to people
such as my laboratory members, and international student

community here in Kyoto University.
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