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The Orientation Field Trip

RICHARD WANJALA

International Course Program of
Global Engineering

The news on the orientation field trip found me in Kenya, my
home country and this was in March, 2011. I received an email
from the administration staff of Global Engineering and after-
wards, I had to share this information with my friends back in
Kenya. “How organized are the Japanese?” This was one of the
impressions and expressions I received. My comrades were kind
of perplexed that I had received the schedule on the activities I
would take part in even before I was in Japan. Now this was the
kind of life I had been anticipating for a long time, organized, sys-
tematic and sensible.

I arrived in Japan on April 2. This was my first time ever in Ja-
pan or Asia for that matter. It was spring, but the weather was
pretty cold. I had never experienced such, and I just wondered
how winter would be. The most conspicuous element of nature at
that time was the cherry blossom, called sakura. How can I forget
this__the first meal I ate in Kyoto, and in Japan was gyudon.
Twenty days after I arrived in Japan, was the day scheduled for
the Orientation field trip. This was to familiarize ourselves with
Japan and the way of life in Kyoto specifically. I remember the in-
vitation later read “With this trip, you will be able to learn and
experience the ‘Real’ Japanese way of life.” With the little knowl-
edge of Japanese, I was guaranteed to enjoy the orientation field
trip to the maximum and gain fully from it.

We arrived at the University main gate in time. All and sundry
were to be there by 8.15, and we were to leave for the first destin-
ation by 8.30. This was as a matter of fact, a test for time keeping,
of which most of us were not used to. We then arrived at “Aguri
Park Ryuoh” by 9 am. This is an Agricultural park. The events
ran smoothly, except for the drizzle. We, that is, all the interna-
tional students, assembled in a meeting room where we were giv-
en some basic orientation on how to carry ourselves in Kyoto and
also the university. The officials at the place also addressed mat-
ters concerning our security. The meeting did not last long and
we were set free to go out for lunch and also walk in the park.

My friends and I had lunch together at some restaurant in the
Aguri park. Most of my friends were Chinese, while others were
from Malaysia and one from Kenya. After the Agricultural park,
we proceeded to Omi-Hachiman Suigou, where we had a chance to
ride boats. This was the most interesting place in the whole trip.
Though it was drizzling, we managed to ride boats on parts of
Lake Biwa, under the guidance of an old and caring man.

This field trip made me gain a lot towards understanding of the
Japanese way of life, and would like to encourage the new interna-

tional students to attend them.
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