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Orientation trip for international students

BOLORTUYA Damdinsuren
Department of Materials Science and Engineering

Doctoral Course Program  first year

Orientation trip organized by Foreign Student Section of
Kyoto University is a wonderful experience for newcomer inter-
national students. I had the great opportunity to attend this
orientation trip at April 23, 2016. Orientation event provided
new students with useful information about life in Japan, its
historical culture and Japanese traditional food. The tour
included visiting Himeji Castle which was registered as Japan's
first UNESCO Cultural World Heritage. Besides traditional Japa-
nese sweets was made there.

Qur bus full of students, travelled from Yoshida campus to a
famous castle in the morning. During the travel, all students and
staff members introduced themselves in the bus. There were
instances in which some students bumped their head to the
bus's ceiling. This changed the atmosphere and we started to
laugh together because not only it was something which we did
not expect, but also it showed the difference between Japanese
and international people (Height wise).We arrived to Himeji city
after three hours of driving, When the beautiful white castle on
the top of a hill was viewed out the bus window, most of the
students exclaimed simultaneously. While walking around to
sightsee places, one interesting things was how graduate and
undergraduate students were distinguishable. For instances
undergraduate students would eat ice cream all together and
they would have fun laughing together.

Himeji Castle, which has kept its original form for nearly 400
years, is a really amazing cultural place for visitors. which
enables the vouth to feel the ancient Japanese wisdom and
daring in this fantastic architecture. We acquired some interest-
ing information about the castle such as the castle being made
of wood, not stones showing the importance of fire prevention.
For that matter, the castle is covered by white color. All the
things about “"White Heron” were really interesting. Some
examples include: warrior hiding places, sinks, large pillars,
weapon racks, stone drops, hidden features, tiles, gates, a lot
shooting holes, and the castle’s view from the top floor. When
walking towards the castle's walls, I had a feeling like we were
all in the ancient time. Everything looked antique, including the
outside and the inside of the buildings.

One of the most interesting things was the fact that some
people were wearing heavy authentic full armor like samurais
and military commanders. They were kindly taking photos with
tourists and the clothes were closely related with their martial
culture, In addition, I was also surprised when all the visitors
took off their shoes to enter the castle. I was aware of the fact
that while entering Japanese homes, we are supposed to take off
our shoes. However, I did not know the same thing would apply
to the museums and other cultural centers. From this case I
understood that Japanese people cherish their historical and
martial heritage.

After a tour in Himeji Castle, we went to Kineva calé in
which Japanese sweets are being made. The people in Kineya
café had already prepared tables and other related products
necessary for making the sweets. Visitors had the great oppor-
tunity to make the traditional Japanese sweets by themselves.
During this wonderful experience I realized the fact that Japa-
nese sweets not only are foods, but also making them is a work
of art. After that we were back in Kyoto by our bus.

In conclusion, the orientation trip gave me the opportunity to
enrich my experience about life in Japan and to increase my
basic knowledge about Japanese culture, arts and crafts. [ am
deeply grateful to the Foreign Student Section and people of the
concerned parties.
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