Regional Environment and Sustainable Development
(RESD) Program among Japan, China and Korea
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From the academic year of 2010, the Graduate School of
Engineering of Kyoto University will start the Regional
Environment and Sustainable Development (RESD) Program with
the Graduate School of Environmental Studies of Tohoku
University in Japan, the Department of Environmental Science
and Engineering in Tsinghua University in China, the School of
Environmental Science and Engineering in Tongji University in
China, the Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering of
Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology in Korea,
and the School of Environmental Science and Engineering of
Pohang University of Science and Technology in Korea. We had
discussed the RESD Program for almost three years and finally in
May of 2009, the Graduate School of Engineering of Kyoto
University exchanged letters with the above-mentioned
institutions and agreed to pursue this short term PhD student
exchange program to facilitate the exchange and experience in
different Asian countries of PhD students.

The RESD Program is an international program designed by
the participating six institutions to allow highly-skilled scientific
PhD students to pursue advanced training in environmental
science, engineering and management while simultaneously
developing workplace skills at international institutions and having
deep field study experience for the future Asian world. The
RESD Program consists of three weeks of Asian field study cross-
training in the complicated environmental issues, frontier
technologies or interdisciplinary area, along with professional
components that may include advanced training in management,
and giving solutions. All have been developed to train Asian
international leaders to act positively to environment and society
according to Asian-based concepts of environmental studies. The
RESD Program will also find future environmental leaders for
sustainable Asia.

Each institution will select at most two PhD students each year

to participate in the RESD Program. In the RESD Program, the
participating institutions accept students as special research
students who do not aim to obtain degrees at the receiving side.
Therefore, the visited institutions exempt the students from
tuition and admission fees and provide students with all necessary
study conditions. The students’ international travel expenses are
paid by their own institutions, and the students’ living expenses
including domestic trip are basically covered by visited
institutions. And the exchange students are responsible for their
own expenses regarding books, medical insurance and other
incidental costs.

As a member of a working group in the Graduate School of
Engineering of Kyoto University, I myself will facilitate the
implementation of the RESD Program, acting as contact for
inquiries about the RESD Program. I am also responsible for
promoting, advertising and overseeing the smooth operation of the
RESD Program in Kyoto University.

The working group members of the six participating institutions
will conduct joint-educational program in the relevant area. The
RESD Program in each year consists of about three weeks of high
quality lectures and course of field studies with regard to Asian
environmental issues that are prepared by participating
institutions. Namely, the selected PhD students need to stay at
least a week in each country to successfully participate in the
RESD Program.

The details for implementation of the RESD Program in the
academic year of 2010 have been determined with agreement
among the members of working group. The main theme in this
year at Kyoto University is “Sanitation, Integrated Lake Basin
Management (ILBM), and Global Issues” and we will have the
participants from six institutions here at Kyoto University in the
first week of July. We would like to show the participants various
management activities in academia, industry and society around
Kinki region and Lake Biwa, the largest lake and also one of the
most important lakes in Japan.

Although this PhD student exchange program is effective for
three years from 2010, the extension will be determined with
evaluations in the third and final year. We are now considering
awarding a Regional Environment and Sustainable Development
(RESD) Certificate to students who successfully participate in the
RESD Program and are qualified with oral presentation and
written reports submitted at the end of this program. I am
expecting positive participation of relevant PhD students and
significant contribution and cooperation by the Graduate School of
Engineering.
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field trip for international students

Pedro Antonio Fauvuzzi

Doctoral course student
Department of Electronic Science and Engineering

There are many different types of trips. Some of them do not re-
quire any movement and some of them don’t require the pres-
ence of our minds. For some people a trip is seeing something, for
some others a trip is an opportunity to experience something dif-
ferent. For me travelling is a matter of feeling, it’s about getting
to know cultures and people by who they really are and not as
postcards. Unfortunately this takes time, often more time than the
average student has.

To be honest, on the day before the trip I was thinking about giv-
ing up and going to my lab as usual. But for some reason that I
don’t remember I did not. I didn’t have many expectations about
it; probably just a boring trip to fill two more days. But in fact it
was not! Maybe it won’t be the trip of your life, maybe you will
not have crazy nights or explore new wild lands, but something is
for sure; you won't regret it !

Personally, what I remember the most is the kindness of all the
people who spent those days with me. I remember how much at-
tention and effort everybody put into this trip. In a way, even if
we were travelling in a country far far away from our own, for
these two days, I felt a little bit at home.

I still remember clearly everyone’s faces. I remember how hot the
onsen water was while I looked at the stars. And I especially re-
member the big smiles everybody had.

Being a foreign student is not easy. It is hard, it is scary, and,
sometimes you feel like leaving everything and running back
home. It is easy to feel like the world is against you when you
miss the security of known things, and so far I had felt mainly dif-
ferences. It was during this trip that things started to change. In
very different things I noticed the common denominator: us. The
elegance of an old woman when she served dinner, or the smile of
a local person when they see you trying hard but doing it just
wrong, are just like those I can see in my own land.

As you have noticed so far I said nothing about the trip. And I
will not. I don’t want to! If you ever decide you want to be part of
this trip you can read all the details about it on the brochure. But,
as amazing or as boring as it might look you will never know how
good it was until the end of a journey. I didn’t just visit places. I
share something with some friends and that feeling made me hap-

pier than I was before.
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