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Orientation trip, a memorable access to Japanese culture

YUAN, Shitong
Department of Electrical Engineering
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- Master Course Program First year
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My name is YUAN SHITONG, an international student from
China, and T am now a master student of Electrical Engineering.
It is a great honor for me to take part in the orientation trip for
new international students on April 21, 2018.

The course was intended to provide international students with
an opportunity to experience traditional Japanese culture and
basic information about life in Japan. It was a memorable journey
during which we enjoyed a traditional Japanese foods making
experience in Itukinomiya Hall and paid a visit to Ise Jingu shrine
in Mie ken.

The orientation trip began with a guidance, which also gave a
chance of mutual understanding among us participants. Thanks
to the detailed explanations from teachers of the ER Center and
foreign student section, we had a preliminary and extensive
understanding of Japanese culture, lifestyle, and precautions.
Although it was a long bus ride, time is always fast with the
accompany of people likeminded.

The first activity of the trip was the Japanese traditional sweets
“wagashi” making. This “wagashi’is like a dim sum (¥.») to me
and it has been developed for thousands of years and has become
a condensation of Japanese culture and spirit. Japanese dim sum
is committed to highlighting “The art of five senses”,where the
exquisite appearance, delicious taste and pleasant aroma bring
people endless enjoyment. The small and exquisite dim sum can
convey intentions beyond its shape and taste, which also shows a
harmonious relationship between people. Here, we experienced
the Japanese dim sum making for the first time and enjoyed the
unique Japanese food culture.

The highlight of the journey was the visit to Ise Jingu Shrine,
which gave me a deeper understanding of the status of Ise Jingu
Shrine in Japanese culture. The Ise Jingu Shrine is an irreplace-
able sacred place since ancient times. The inner and the outer
palace are like twins, gave a wonderful feeling that getting lost in
the same place. The biggest feature of the shrine is full of green-
ery, as if walking in the forest unrestrainedly without losing the
sense of tranquility. The giant trees on both sides of the road
could be touched by hand and felt the thick and long traces of the
years. Taking a trip to the Ise Jingu Shrine, and wandering
through the lush green woods, we forgot the usual troubles for a
while and spent a soothed and relaxed day.

There were many people paying homage, including traveling
students, company staff in suits, and devout old people who came
to visit in wheelchairs. It was their existence that made me feel a
sense of reality and mundane.

The orientation trip provided a great chance for students from
different countries gathering together and enjoying a wonderful
time. Thanks to Kyoto University for providing us with this rare
opportunity to experience Japanese culture. I will also share these
experience with my friends and recommend new international
students to participate in
such activities. Sincerely
hope that the event could
continue to be held, so
that more international
students can experience
the charm of Japanese
culture.

In front of Ise Shrine
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